GHANA NORTHERN REGIONAL GROWTH STUDY

The three northern regions of Ghana are persistently the poorest regions, and the stable economic
growth which Ghana has experienced since the early 1990s has not extended to the north. While

parts of other regions are also poor, the north comprises the poorest large geographical area, one

where economic growth has been difficult to stimulate.

There are several arguments for bridging the north south divide through economic growth.
Ghana 's overall economic growth and ability to reduce poverty will be substantially enhanced if
northern Ghana shares in that growth. As a trading economy, Ghana 's global position will
progress further if northern Ghana also grows economically; producing exports as well as
consuming imported goods and services. Arguably everyone has a right to share in prosperity,
but countries' political stability can also be threatened by regional under-development, as
observed not least in neighbouring Cote d'lvoire . This is thus a truly national project.

The study investigated the opportunities for and constraints on growth, and outlines the way
forward. To date it has carried out fieldwork in the three northern regions, held workshops in
Tamale and Accra, which were reported on national and local news, and opened respectively by
the Regional Minister for the Northern Region, and the Minister for Trade and Industry, and
produced presentations for these workshops:

Bridging the North South Divide: getting economic growth moving in Northern Ghana
CEPA/ODI Workshop, Accra 20 July 2005

Growth prospects in Northern Ghana: Interim Conclusions and new Directions by Andy McKay,
ODI, Accra July 20, 2005.

Lessons from Burkina Faso presented by Ramatu M. Al Hassan, University of Ghana , Legon
and Charles Jebuni, Centre for Policy Analysis, Accra July 20, 2005

Northern Region Poised for Growth by Charles Jebuni.

Growth Opportunities in Upper East Region by Ramatu M. Al-Hassan Department of
Agricultural Economies and Agribusiness University of Ghana , Legon July 20, 2005

Growth Potential of Upper West Region by Charles Jebuni

Bridging the North South Divide In Ghana EQUITY & DEVELOPMENT ,World Development
Report 2006 Background Papers.

The study is being carried out by the Overseas Development Institute, London and the Centre
for Policy Analysis, Accra , with team members from the University of Ghana at Legon, the
University of Development Studies at Navrongo, Imperial College , London , and the University
of Sussex . It has been commissioned by the Department for International Development (DFID)
in Ghana .



http://www.cepa.org.gh/PPT/Bridging%20the%20north%20south%20divide%20190705-3-Jebuni.ppt
http://www.cepa.org.gh/PPT/Bridging%20the%20north%20south%20divide%20190705-3-Jebuni.ppt
http://www.cepa.org.gh/PPT/Growth%20in%20Northern%20Ghana%20presentation_revised_jebuni.ppt
http://www.cepa.org.gh/PPT/Growth%20in%20Northern%20Ghana%20presentation_revised_jebuni.ppt
http://www.cepa.org.gh/PPT/LESSONS%20BURKINA-Jebuni.ppt
http://www.cepa.org.gh/PPT/LESSONS%20BURKINA-Jebuni.ppt
http://www.cepa.org.gh/PPT/Northern%20Region%202-Jebuni.ppt
http://www.cepa.org.gh/PPT/UPPER%20EAST%20REGION-Jebuni.ppt
http://www.cepa.org.gh/PPT/UPPER%20EAST%20REGION-Jebuni.ppt
http://www.cepa.org.gh/PPT/UPPER%20WEST-Jebuni.ppt
http://www.cepa.org.gh/PPT/Bridging_the_North_South_Divide_in_Ghana_CEPA_ODI_July_2005.pdf

